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INTRODUCTION 
 

The process of selecting subjects can be challenging. This Subject Selection Book has been designed to 

provide important information to students and parents to assist in making informed decisions about 

Future Pathways and is intended to be used in conjunction with the subject selection process which occurs 

at home and at the College.   

Students will begin the process of subject selection in Term 3, with student information assemblies and 

online subject selection.  

There is a great deal of information to take into consideration. Student and parents should engage with 

their current and previous Teachers, Wellbeing Teachers, Year Level Coordinators, and Learning Area 

Coordinators to identify strengths and challenges which can assist in making choices. The Director of 

Student Pathways and the Assistant Principals can also provide further career options relevant to 

particular disciplines and subjects in this book. The staff at Thomas More College are dedicated to 

supporting you through this very important decision-making process and we encourage you to take 

advantage of the considerable support available.  

Best wishes in making considered and informed decisions.  
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SACE 
 
Year 10 marks the start of the SACE journey as students undertake their first compulsory subject, the 
Personal Learning Plan or PLP. The PLP engages students to explore future career and study pathways by 
identifying strengths and awareness of the capabilities of the SACE. This inquiry process will inform 
student’s choices around their study pattern for Years 11 and 12. 
 
What is the SACE? 
The South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) is a qualification awarded to students who 
successfully complete their senior secondary education (Years 11 and 12). 
 
SACE Requirements 
To gain the SACE students must earn 200 credits. Ten credits are equivalent to one semester of study in a 
subject or course. 
 
Some elements of the SACE are compulsory and require a minimum grade. These are: 

• Year 10 Personal Learning Plan - at minimum C grade (10 credits) 

• Stage 1 Literacy - from a range of English subjects at minimum C grade (20 credits) 

• Stage 1 Numeracy - from a range of Mathematics subjects at minimum C grade (10 credits) 

• Stage 2 Research Project - at minimum C- grade (10 credits) 

• Stage 2 - Completion of at least 60 additional credits at minimum C- grade 
 
The SACE pattern is illustrated in the diagram below: 
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SUBJECT SELECTION 
 
Year 10 is the transitional year where students complete their studies under the guidelines of the 
Australian Curriculum and begin studies within the SACE. At Year 10, students are presented with a mix 
of compulsory core subjects and elective choice subjects. The Year 10 study pattern is designed to provide 
depth of learning while still encouraging a breadth of experience of learning areas. 
 
At Thomas More College, the typical Senior School and SACE pattern of study is: 

Year 10 

Semester 

1 

PLP* & 

Wellbeing 

Program 

 10 credits 

English Mathematics Science 

History Elective 1 Elective 2 

Semester 

2 

Religion^ 

10 credits 
Elective 3 Elective 4 

Stage 1 – Year 11 

Semester 

1 Religion^ 

10 credits 

English * 

20 credits 

Mathematics* 

10 credits 

Subject 1 

10 credits 

Subject 2 

10 credits 

Subject 3 

10 credits 

Semester 

2 

Subject 4 

10 credits 

Subject 5 

10 credits 

Subject 6 

10 credits 

Subject 7 

10 credits 

Stage 2 – Year 12 

Full 

Year 

Religion^ 

10 credits 

 

Research 

Project* 

10 credits 

Subject 1 

20 credits 

Subject 2 

20 credits 

Subject 3 

20 credits 

Subject 4 20 

credits 

 

^Compulsory subject as required by the College. 

*Compulsory subjects required by SACE where a minimum C grade at Year 10 and Stage 1 and C- grade at Stage 2 must be 

achieved. 
 

The compulsory core subjects: 

• English (English or Essentials) 

o At Year 10 English is offered as a general course which prepares students for both Pre-Literary 

Studies and Pre-English at Stage 1. The course focuses on both literature and everyday texts.  

o Students who have recognized Literacy needs are recommended to study Essential English as 

this course prepares them for everyday texts and develops their real-world and workplace 

literacy skills. 

• Mathematics (Streamed)  

o Methods is a very challenging subject which prepares students for further studies in subjects 
requiring a high level of Mathematics at tertiary level (ideal for Mathematics, Physics and 
Engineering) 

o General provides a broader education in Mathematics and prepares students for tertiary 
studies in which some mathematical concepts are applied or assumed to be known (ideal for 
Business) 

o Essential has a practical focus and prepares students for everyday life, the work place and 
further studies in a trade 

• Science (Extension, General or Literacy) 

• Religion Studies - one semester (10 SACE credits) 

• History Core – one semester 

• Personal Learning Plan Wellbeing Program (10 SACE credits) 
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ELECTIVES  
 
Year 10 students choose four semester long elective subjects. Though courses will run different topics in 
semester one and semester two, they cover the same skills, capabilities and achievement standards.  
 
We cannot guarantee whether a student will be placed in the first or the second semester. As this is 
dependent on space, demand for places in the course and College resources.  
 
If a student wishes to study an elective subject for the full year they need to choose: 
 
{subject name} 1 Semester 
plus 
{subject name} Semester 2 Continuation  
 
i.e. Child Studies 1 Semester plus Child Studies Semester 2 Continuation 
 
If a student only wishes to study a semester of their elective subject, they need to choose:  
 
{subject name} 1 Semester 
 
i.e. Child Studies 1 Semester 
 
Students will choose from the following elective subjects: 

• Child Studies 

• Digital Technologies 

• Drama 

• Economics and Business 

• Environmental Studies 

• Fabric Technologies 

• Food and Hospitality 

• Food Technologies 

• General Music or Special Interest Music 

• History Broadening Elective  

• Italian (Students continue with the language and level studied at year 9) 

• Metal Technologies 

• Outdoor Education 

• Photography and Film 

• Physical Education Health and Recreation 

• Physical Education Sport and Performance 

• Power Intercultural Cup* 

• STEM 

• Vietnamese (Students continue with the language and level studied at year 9) 

• Visual Arts - Art  

• Visual Arts – Design 

• Visual Communications 

• Wood Technologies 
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Precluded combinations 
In order to encourage a breadth of experience across learning areas, there are certain precluded 
combinations of subjects at Year 10, ensuring students do not limit their opportunities as they move into 
Year 11 and 12. The subjects this applies to are below: 
 

Year 10 Precluded Combinations and Rules 

No more than 3 elective 
units made up of a 
combination of… 

Visual Arts 
Art 

Visual Arts 
Design 

Photography and 
Film 

Visual 
Communications 

No more than 3 elective 
units made up of a 
combination of… 

Fabric Technologies Food Technologies Food and Hospitality 

No more than 3 elective 
units made up of a 
combination of… 

Wood Technology Metal Technology 

One for the full year or two 
different semesters 

Physical Education 
Sport and Performance 

Physical Education 
Health and Recreation 

Power Intercultural 
Cup* 

Music Students cannot study General Music and Special Interest Music 

 

*eligibility criteria applies for Power Intercultural Cup   
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How should students choose elective subjects? 

We encourage students to choose subjects which will be challenging and stimulating and lead to personal 
growth. We recommend that students make their choice on the following basis: 

• Ability 
 Are you getting a good grade this year? What skills does the subject require? 

 What personal capabilities would you need for success in the subject? 

• Challenge 
 Does the subject keep you working hard and striving for excellence? 

• Interest 
 Do you enjoy the subject? 

• Career choices 
 Is the subject desirable for a career you have in mind? 

• Planning 
 Where will the subject lead in future years? 

 

Constraints on Subject Choices 

• Schools only have finite resources, hence only a certain number of students can be accommodated 
in subject areas. Therefore, in some cases, places in practical subjects may be allocated in a way 
that allows a variety of students to gain access to chosen electives. 

• Subjects will only be offered if there is adequate demand from students. 

• While every effort is made to accommodate a student’s subject preferences, ultimately subjects 
will be determined by the college’s final timetable line structure. 

• Students are required to meet any pre-requisite as stated in the skill set for that subject. 
 

Student/Parent Initiated Subject Changes 

Most students go on to complete the subjects they initially choose. Subjects chosen are agreed to by 

parents/caregivers. To change subjects potentially compromises this process, however, in some cases, a 

student may want to change a subject(s).  

As classes for the current year have been allocated and budgeted for based on students’ subject choices, 

any subject change will not be automatic, but shall be treated more as a last resort. The case for change 

must be compelling and there is a process a student must go through which takes into consideration a 

series of factors. 

Changes based on the teacher or friendship are not compelling reasons for change in a secondary 

environment. Furthermore, line structure, teacher recommendation and existing class sizes are other 

factors which can determine whether a change may be possible. Sometimes, a straight subject for subject 

swap may be possible. At other times, more than one subject may need to be changed to achieve the 

desired result. 

To avoid a situation of disadvantage whereby a student changes classes and misses out on work once a 

semester has begun, subject changes must be completed prior to the start of a semester. For Semester 

1, subject changes must be completed in the previous year. Students will receive their entire subject 

allocations for the subsequent year in early November. For Semester 2, subject changes must be made 

by the end of Week 2 Term 2. Students will be sent a reminder of Semester 2 subjects in Week 1 Term 2. 

Students wishing to change subjects must organise to meet with Mr Damien Kelly, Assistant Principal 

Student and Wellbeing or Ms Rebecca Baker, Assistant Principal Teaching and Learning. If a change is to 
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occur, students will bring home a subject change form for parents/caregivers to sign and return to Ms 

Baker. 

College Initiated Subject Changes 

There may be times when the College believes it is in a student’s best interests to change a subject(s). 

Some examples of this include; initiating study through Vocational Education & Training (VET); supporting 

completion of SACE; acceleration of gifted students; additional support with literacy/numeracy. 

Communication with parents/caregivers will occur in the event of College initiated subject changes. 

 



11 
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PERSONAL LEARNING PLAN (PLP) 
STATUS:  Compulsory SACE subject (Minimum C Grade required for SACE) 
CONTACT TEACHER: Louise Eldridge 
 
SKILL SET 
Appropriate levels of language, literacy and numeracy to cope with this subject. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students study the Personal Learning Plan in combination with their Wellbeing Program, which is 

delivered across the full year. This model allows for integration of the learning in closely aligned areas as 

students begin their preparation for life beyond school, exploring self, identifying their strengths and 

seeking advice in forming a vison for their future. It provides for learning experiences which are reflective 

and build connections between student’s personal characteristics and capabilities, wellbeing, the SACE 

capabilities, learning goals, strategies and performance across all their subjects. 

In the course, students develop an awareness of the seven capabilities which underpin the SACE; literacy, 
numeracy, information and communication technology, critical and creative thinking, personal and social 
capability, ethical understanding and intercultural understanding. Students will explore these capabilities 
and how they relate to their personal skill set and future career options. 
 
The PLP also aims to provide the opportunity for students to stop and think about future pathways. 
Students will consider their aspirations and research reliable career information to help them make 
appropriate subject choices and map out their future. Students will work towards goals they need to 
achieve as they progress through school towards work, training or further study.  
 
CONTENT 

• Introduction to the SACE and performance standards 

• The SACE Capabilities 

• Identification of personal strengths and goals 

• Career options and pathways 

• Career Expo and Guest speakers 

• Skills needed in the workplace now and into the future 

• Future Driven Week 

• Mock Interviews and the application process 

• Senior Education Transition interviews and Subject selection  
 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessment is school based and externally moderated. There are five assessment tasks to be completed 
based upon personal goals, future pathways and understanding of the capabilities. 
 
Please note: Successful completion (C grade or better) of the PLP (10 credits) is required to achieve the 
SACE. Failure to pass the PLP in Year 10 will mean it is repeated in Year 11, sacrificing one of your other 
chosen subjects in order to meet the SACE requirement of successful completion.  
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RELIGION STUDIES 

STATUS: Compulsory for a Semester (10 Credit SACE subject) 
CONTACT TEACHER: Ruth Bell 
 

SKILL SET 
A positive attitude and an openness to reflection. Appropriate levels of language, literacy and numeracy 
to cope with the demands of this subject. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A study of religion and spirituality forms a vital foundation for the study of a society. An appreciation of 
the nature of national and global multicultural society is enriched by an understanding of religion and its 
influence on human behaviour, and the shaping of personal and group identity. Religions and spiritualties 
are living and dynamic, and students explore the ways in which religious adherents participate in, and 
respond to, current social and moral debates, and issues in the community. 
 
Students develop an understanding of different religious perspectives on events or practices and examine 
a range of definitions of religion drawn from a variety of sources. These definitions are evaluated in terms 
of how they lead to a particular understanding of the concept. 
 
Students study diverse religious and spiritual beliefs and value systems in Australian society and around 
the world and explore how such study can contribute to greater personal and interpersonal 
understanding; the development of skills in relating to people of different religious positions; and an 
appreciation of, and respect for, the different ways in which people think, feel and act. 
 
CONTENT 

• Sacred texts 

• Sacred space and experiences 

• Ethical issues 
 
ASSESSMENT 

• Practical Activity 

• Issues Investigation  

• Reflection  
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VISUAL ARTS FLOWCHART 

 

YEAR 9 
(1 or 2 Semesters) 

VISUAL ARTS 
ART 

VISUAL ARTS 
DESIGN 

PHOTOGRAPHY AND 
FILM  

 

YEAR 10 
(1 or 2 Semesters) 

VISUAL ARTS 
ART 

VISUAL ARTS 
DESIGN 

PHOTOGRAPHY AND 
FILM  

 

STAGE 1 
(1 or 2 Semesters) 

VISUAL ARTS   
ART 

VISUAL ARTS   
DESIGN 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

STAGE 2 
(Full Year) 

VISUAL ARTS  
ART 

VISUAL ARTS   
DESIGN 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
COMMUNITY 

STUDIES B 
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VISUAL ARTS - ART 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 
CONTACT TEACHER: Paul Kralj 
 
SKILL SET 

• Confidence in using visual literacy to communicate ideas. 
• An ability to justify decisions when making Art work through using the Arts Process. 

• An ability to have critical and constructive conversations about Visual Art. 

• Confidence in working independently.   

• Confidence in using digital technologies and traditional media.  
• Successful completion of Year 9 Photography and Film, Visual Art or Design would be an 

advantage.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course covers the same areas studied in Year 9 but involves more extensive learning and skill 
development in the media and techniques involved. Students explore the qualities and visual potential of 
a variety of themes and a more individual approach to subject matter is encouraged. 
 
Students are required to display evidence of the process used in developing their ideas and concepts, 
through research, analysis and exploration of media and technique to resolve production of practical 
work. Students develop their essay writing skills and research techniques and broaden their awareness of 
historical and contemporary artists across the cultures.  
 
It is expected that in these units, students develop a more mature and personal approach to their work, 
demonstrate an ability to organise and develop their feelings, ideas and concepts. It is recommended that 
if students wish to study Art at Stage 1 level that they choose to complete a full year at Year 10. 
 
CONTENT 
In each semester, a combination of the following techniques will be studied: 

• Arts Process 

• Arts Elements and Principles 

• Drawing 

• Painting 

• Printmaking 

• Sculpture 

• Digital Media 

 
ASSESSMENT 
Students will have the opportunity to complete the following tasks: 

• Formative Skill Development  

• Major Practical Work and Folio 

• Visual Study 

• Visual Art Analysis 

• Practitioners Statement 
 

COMPULSORY REQUIREMENTS  
Students will also need to ensure that they have Adobe applications, InDesign, Photoshop and 
Illustrator installed on their device as a basic requirement for this course.   
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VISUAL ARTS - DESIGN 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 
CONTACT TEACHER: Paul Kralj 
 
SKILL SET 

• Confidence in using visual literacy to communicate ideas. 
• An ability to justify decisions when making Design work through using the Arts Process. 

• An ability to have critical and constructive conversations about Design. 

• Confidence in working independently.   

• Confidence in using digital technologies and traditional media.  
• Successful completion of Year 9 Photography and Film, Visual Art or Design would be an 

advantage.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students learn to work to create solutions to specific design problems or challenges. Students are 
expected to work through the creative process of working with a design brief to research and 
experiment with possible solutions. Students are required to display evidence of the process used 
in developing their ideas, through research, analysis and exploration of media and technique to 
resolve production of practical work. 
 
Students research the work of historical and contemporary designers in order to gain an 
understanding of the significant impact design has had on our society. It is expected that students 
will become critical consumers, learning skills in questioning the success or otherwise of the many 
products of design we come across in our everyday world. In each semester, students will have 
the opportunity to use traditional media and new technologies in the development their work.  
 
CONTENT 
The topics and tasks covered during the semester allow students to experience working within a 
number of design fields including: 

• Design Process, Elements and Principles 

• Corporate Identity 

• Visual Communication and Illustration 

• Environmental Design 

• Product and Packaging Design 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students will have the opportunity to complete the following tasks: 

• Formative Skill Development  

• Major Practical Work and Folio 

• Visual Study 
• Visual Art Analysis 
• Practitioners Statement 

 
COMPULSORY REQUIREMENTS 
At least an 8GB USB drive for the storage and backup of digital files. Students will also need to 

ensure that they have Adobe applications, InDesign, Photoshop and Illustrator installed on their 

device as a basic requirement for this course.    
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PHOTOGRAPHY AND FILM 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year  
CONTACT TEACHER: Paul Kralj 
 
SKILL SET 

• Confidence in using visual literacy to communicate ideas. 
• An ability to justify decisions when making art through using the Arts Process. 

• An ability to have critical but constructive conversations about art making. 

• Confidence in working collaboratively and independently.   

• Confidence in using digital technologies.  
• Successful completion of Year 9 Photography and Film, Visual Art or Design would be 

an advantage.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students will work collaboratively over two main projects: Studio Photography and Silent 
Film. Students are required to display evidence of the process used in developing their ideas 
and concepts, through the Arts process of investigation, development, production and 
reflection. Through this process students are encouraged to be able to communicate and 
express opinions gained through critical appraisal of creative arts products. 
 
CONTENT 

• Arts Process 

• Art Elements and Principles 

• Arts Analysis 

• Studio Photography 

• Photoshop and InDesign 

• Production Elements 

• Narrative Concepts 

• Storyboarding 

• Sound 

• Editing 

• Camera Angles and Movement 
 

ASSESSMENT 
Students will have the opportunity to complete the following tasks working both 
independently and collaboratively. 

• Formative Skill Development 

• Folio of Studio Photography (Collaborative Project) 

• Three minute Silent Film (Collaborative Project) 

• Product Analysis 

• Practitioners Statement 
 

COMPULSORY REQUIREMENTS 
At least an 8GB USB drive for the storage and backup of digital files. Students will also need 
to ensure that they have Adobe applications, InDesign, Photoshop and Illustrator installed on 
their device as a basic requirement for this course.   
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PERFORMING ARTS FLOWCHART 

 

YEAR 9 
(1 or 2 Semesters) 

General Music  Special Interest Music Drama 

 

YEAR 10 
(1 or 2 Semesters) 

General Music Special Interest Music Drama 

 

STAGE 1 
(Full Year) 

Music Experience 
• Performance 

• Musicianship 

• Arranging 

• Musical Elements 

Music Advanced 
• Performance 

• Musicianship Theory 
 

 

Drama 

 

STAGE 2 
(Full Year) 

Music Studies 
(Classical and Jazz 

Forms) 

• Musical Literacy 

• Creative Works 

• Creative 
Synthesis 

Music 
Performance 
Solo Performance 

(10 credits) 
Ensemble 

Performance 
(10 credits) 

(Popular or Classical 
Forms) 

• Performance 
Portfolio 

• Critical Response 

• Performance and 
Critique 

Music 
Explorations 

(Popular Music 
Forms) 

• Musical Literacy 

• Exploration and 
Experimentation 

• Creative 
Connections 

 

* Non ATAR 
Community Studies B 

Projects 

 Develop a musical 
event 

 Event Planning 
 
 

Drama 
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GENERAL MUSIC 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 

CONTACT TEACHERS: Linda Vernillo and Ben Simmonds 

 
SKILL SET 
Students choosing this subject are interested in learning how to play and produce music in 
both live and studio settings. They will develop skills on a chosen instrument and/or creating 
electronic music through sequencing and recording. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students engage in project-based activities such as performing, creating, listening and 
responding to music. The program is designed to prepare students for SACE Stage 1 Music 
Experience. 
 
CONTENT 
Performing 
Students learn through playing. Students practice playing in different groupings and as 
soloists; this may include playing instruments or performing electronic music (ie DJ sets). 
Listening 
Students learn about the Elements of Music by listening to, viewing, studying and analysing 
music in various contemporary contexts (ie film and game music, pop music). They will also 
learn how to play and perform music through listening to the works of others (playing-by-
ear). 
Composing 
Students learn about the Elements of Music through engaging in composition and 
arrangement tasks which apply knowledge learned through listening and analysis activities.  
 
ASSESSMENT 

• Performance Presentations (or electronic music production) 

• Theory and Harmony Tests 

• Composing and Arranging 
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SPECIAL INTEREST MUSIC 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 

CONTACT TEACHERS: Linda Vernillo and Ben Simmonds 

 
SKILL SET 
Students choosing this subject must have instrumental, vocal or compositional skills. Students 
will commit to private music tuition on an instrument of their choice. The ability to read and 
write music is necessary. Commitment to out of hours’ rehearsals/performances is expected. 
Successful completion of a Semester or Full Year of Year 9 Special Interest Music is essential. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students engage in activities such as performing, listening, composing and applying music 
technologies. The program is designed to prepare students for Stage 1 Music Experience or 
Advanced. 
 
CONTENT 
Performance 
The presentation of prepared solo and ensemble repertoire with a focus on scores, correct 
notes and rhythms, expressive development and technical work such as scales and arpeggios.  
Participation in school events is compulsory. 
Musicianship 
Students learn the connection between sound and notation. Focus on theory and listening: 
intervals, scales, chords, rhythm and pitch patterns. Students complete set tasks and aural 
tests to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding. 
Composition and Arranging 
Students learn about the Elements of Music through composing and arranging. They 
collaborate and create using sequencing programs such as Soundtrap and notation programs 
such as MuseScore and Sibelius. 
Students score-read and listen to musical works, analyse through the Elements of Music, 
compositional techniques and context of music. Students complete set tasks and assessments 
to demonstrate their level of knowledge and skills. 
 
ASSESSMENT 

• Performances 

• Theory Tests 

• Composing/Arranging 
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DRAMA 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 

CONTACT TEACHER: Paul Kralj 
 
SKILL SET 
An interest in telling stories and representing our humanity to each other through 
performance. Successful completion of Year 9 Drama would be an advantage. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students develop and enhance their awareness and appreciation for theatre and theatre 
making, as well as developing performance skills and theoretical knowledge. There is a focus 
on introducing dramatic concepts necessary for success at Stage 1 and 2 Drama. 
 
CONTENT 
Students will study different theatrical styles, periods, and practitioners, producing written 
responses and performance pieces. 
Topics may include: 

• Monologues 

• Reflection and Review Writing 

• Technical Theatre 

• Absurdism 

• Production 

• Realism 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students will be assessed on performance and demonstration of learned skills as well as 
written analysis. 
 
COMPULSORY REQUIREMENTS 
Students need to commit to group production rehearsals. After school commitment may be 
required. As part of course requirements, students are to view at least one live performance 
at a cost of approximately $20 per semester. 
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION FLOWCHART 

 

YEAR 9 
(Full Year) 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION CORE 
(Full Year Compulsory) 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION EXTENSION 
(1 Semester) 

 

YEAR 10 
(1 or 2 Semesters) 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 
SPORT AND 

PERFORMANCE 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 
HEALTH AND 
RECREATION 

*POWER 
INTERCULTURAL 

CUP 

OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION 

 

STAGE 1 
(1 or 2 Semesters) 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
INTEGRATED LEARNING 

*POWER 
INTERCULTURAL 

CUP 

OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION 

 

STAGE 2 
(Full Year) 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

INTEGRATED LEARNING 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

 

* ELIGIBILTY CRITERIA APPLIES 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION SPORT AND PERFORMANCE 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 

CONTACT TEACHER: Dwayne Treasure 
 
SKILL SET 
Students must have an interest in participating in competitive sports and analysing the 
theoretical components of Physical Education. Satisfactory performance in Year 9 Physical 
Education is required. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
A practical and theoretical subject which focuses on developing the enjoyment of physical 
activity through competing in sport. Students will begin to develop an appreciation of the 
more complex skills and knowledge required for senior Physical Education. Students will gain 
knowledge about how the body works to produce movement, how we learn skills and analyse 
their performance in various physical activities. Additionally, students will be able to 
demonstrate an in depth understanding of the sports covered, including technique, tactics, 
an understanding of rules and a sound understanding of game sense.  
 
This course prepares students for Stage 1 Physical Education and Stage 1 Physical Education 
Integrated Learning. It can also lead to careers in fitness, exercise physiology, teaching, sports 
science and coaching.  
 
CONTENT 
 

Semester 1  Semester 2 

• Tennis  

• Touch Football 

• Softball 

• Anatomy and Physiology  
 

• Volleyball 

• Basketball 

• Soccer 

• Skill Acquisition 

  
ASSESSMENT  
 

Semester 1  Semester 2 

• Tennis Performance and Reflection 
(20%) 

• Anatomy and Physiology Test (10%) 

• Touch Football and Energy Systems 
(35%) 

• Softball Critique of Performance 
(35%) 
 

• Volleyball and Technique Analysis 
(20%) 

• Skill Learning Assignment (10%) 

• Basketball Evidence of Learning 
(35%) 

• SEPEP Soccer (35%) 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION HEALTH AND RECREATION 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 

CONTACT TEACHER: Dwayne Treasure  
 
SKILL SET 
Students must have an interest in participating in exercise and analysing various theoretical components 
of health and recreation. Satisfactory performance in Year 9 Physical Education is required. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
A practical and theoretical subject which focuses on developing enjoyment of physical activity through 
recreational sports and exercise, instead of participating in competitive sports. In practical activities, 
students will be assessed on their participation and the development of life skills such as leadership, 
communication and organisation. The course develops an understanding of, and a positive attitude 
towards health and related issues and careers. The course is designed to be fun and active with excursions 
out in the community to participate in recreational sports and to investigate careers in the health and 
fitness industry. 
 
This subject leads to Stage 1 and 2 Physical Education Integrated Learning. It can also lead to careers in 
fitness, nutrition, education, sport and recreation. 
  
CONTENT 
 

Semester 1 
Improvement and Maintenance of Health  

• Fitness 

• Court based sports 

• Oval based sports 

• Nutrition 
 

Semester 2 
Health and the Community 

• Individual activity 

• Sport and Exercise for All ages 

• Disability Sports 

• Health vs Technology 
 

 
ASSESSMENT 
 

Semester 1 

• Fitness: Group Training Session (30%) 

• Oval Sports and Reflection (25%) 

• Court Sports and Reflection (25%) 

• Fad Diets Assignment (25%) 
 

Semester 2 

• Individual Activity: Fitness Goal (40%) 

• Sport and Exercise for All ages – 
Teaching Activity (30%) 

• Disability Sport and Careers in Health 
(30%) 

 

 
COST 

Semester 1 - Approximately $30 that covers excursions to Flip Out and bush walking, also fitness 

classes (yoga, dance fit and body attack) at the College with an instructor. 

Semester 2 -Approximately $40 to cover excursions out into the local community for various sports 
and activities.  
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POWER INTERCULTURAL CUP 

STATUS: Semester 1 Only (10 credit SACE subject) 
CONTACT TEACHERS: Dwayne Treasure and Mark Hawkins 

 
SKILL SET  
You need to have at least one parent who was born overseas to be eligible for the program. Students 
are also required to participate in the Power Intercultural Gala day at the end of the semester which 
includes; a football carnival, careers expo, dance station and being a part of the pre-match entertainment 
for a Port Adelaide AFL football home game.   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The course is designed by the Port Adelaide Football Club and it focuses on exploring your own culture, 
Aboriginal culture and other cultures. Students will also develop an understanding and some skills of the 
game of Australian Rules Football. This course aims to cater for students who are more practically 
orientated and on a Physical Education Integrated Learning pathway. 
 
CONTENT 

• Practical Exploration – focusing on development skills, leadership and collaboration practical 
lessons. 

• Connections – create a cultural awareness video to make students aware of similarities and 
differences between different cultures in the school. 

• Personal Venture –students design a guernsey and participate in the Power Intercultural Gala Day. 
They will also reflect on their participation in the program and organise and run a cultural activity 
on Harmony Day.  

ASSESSMENT 

• Lacrosse (15%) 

• Badminton (15%) 

• Football (30%) 

• Connections (20%) 

• Personal Venture (20%) 
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 

CONTACT TEACHERS: Brad Newton and Greg Allen 
 

SKILL SET 

A sound level of fitness and water confidence with the ability to swim at least 50 meters 
unassisted. Satisfactory performance in Year 9 Physical Education is required. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
A practical and theoretical subject which focuses on developing personal and practical skills for safe, enjoyable, 
and adventurous outdoor travel. At the same time, it develops an understanding of, and positive attitudes 
towards, the natural environment as well as independent living skills and the ability to work with and lead 
others. 
This subject leads to Stage 1 and 2 Outdoor Education and can lead to careers in environmental management, 
outdoor recreation, environmental tourism, adventure tourism, adventure therapy, teaching, or 
environmental science. There are certificate, diploma, and degree courses in the areas of environmental 
education, teaching, management, ecotourism, and recreation. 
 
CONTENT 

Semester 1 

• Group dynamics, problem solving and 
leadership development 

• Risk Management 

• Environmental Studies – focus on Terrestrial 
and Wetland Ecosystems 

• Rock climbing: Theory and one day – Vertical 
Reality – skills and climbing techniques, 
equipment and risk management 

• Canoeing: Theory and one day – Garden Island 
– equipment, techniques, skills and risks 

• Bush camp: Three Days – Mount Crawford – 
Introduction to light weight camping in a base 
camp setting. Includes bush walking, 
Orienteering, Navigation, Risk Management 
and Independent living skills 

Semester 2 

• Planning and Management 

• Environmental Studies – focus on Marine 
ecosystems 

• Outdoor recreation in SA 

• Orienteering/Bush Walking: Theory and one 
day – walking either Para Wirra or Mount 
Crawford 

• Snorkelling: Theory and two days – Pool 
session and one day at Port Noarlunga Reef 

• Coastal Camp: Three Days – Normanville – 
Fishing, Coastal Studies, Independent Living, 
Planning and Management and Risk 
Management put into action 

 

 
ASSESSMENT 

Semester One Semester Two 

Risk Management Plan 10% Risk Management Plan 10% 

Environmental Study 15% Environmental Study 15% 

Rock Climbing Practical 10% Orienteering/Bushwalk Practical 10% 

Canoeing Practical 10% Snorkelling Practical 10% 

Camp Practical 40% Camp Practical 40% 

Camp Journal 15% Camp Journal 15% 

 
COMPULSORY REQUIREMENTS 
Students must commit to all practical activities and camps.   

PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES & COSTS 
Approximate cost $180 per Semester.  
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TECHNOLOGIES FLOWCHART 

YEAR 10 
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WOOD TECHNOLOGIES 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 
CONTACT TEACHER: Angelo Penna 
 
SKILL SET 
Successful completion of Year 9 Design and Technologies would be an advantage. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students build on the foundation of designing, skills and knowledge developed in Year 8/9 Design and 
Technologies. The Wood Technologies course has been developed to encourage students to combine 
their designing and making skills with knowledge and understanding, in order to design, make and 
evaluate quality products. 
 
All students studying Wood Technologies will be required to maintain a photographic Record of 
Evidence/Folio. 
 
CONTENT 
Semester 1 & 2 

• Furniture designing, costing and production techniques/processes  

• Framing and Carcase construction techniques/processes 

• Materials preparation and machining skills 

• Use of specialised technologies 

• Methods of timber finishing & surfaces application 
 
ASSESSMENT 

• Critiquing 

• Designing tasks 

• Practical project construction 

• Project evaluation 
 
COMPULSORY REQUIREMENTS 
Approximate project costs of $50 - $130 per semester  
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METAL TECHNOLOGIES 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 
CONTACT TEACHER: Dayna Curtis 
 
SKILL SET 
Successful completion of Year 9 Design and Technologies would be an advantage. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students build on the foundation of designing, skills and knowledge developed in Year 8/9 Design and 
Technologies. The Metal Technologies course has been developed to encourage students to combine their 
designing and making skills with knowledge and understanding, in order to design, construct and evaluate 
quality products.  
 
All students studying Metal Technologies will be required to maintain a visual diary. 
 
CONTENT 
Semester 1 & 2 

• Gas and Electric (MIG) welding processes & techniques 

• Metal Fabrication processes & techniques 

• Metal Machining processes & techniques 

• Practical project design and construction 
          eg. BBQ, Sack trolley, Machine vice, Tool box 

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Critiquing 

• Designing tasks  

• Practical project construction  

• Project evaluation 
 
COMPULSORY REQUIREMENTS 
Approximate project costs of $30.00 - $70.00 per semester  
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VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 
CONTACT TEACHER: Mark Nitschke 
 
SKILL SET 
Successful completion of Year 9 Visual Art would be an advantage. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students will study visual communication and develop skills in developing information digitally for the 
printed media. Software used – Adobe Creative Suite CS6: InDesign, Illustrator and Photoshop. Topics 
covered will be selected from a range of information including: Sketching and drawing, Digital Illustration, 
Corporate Identity, Packaging, Typography, Colour Theory and Intellectual Property.  
 
All students studying Graphic Design will be required to maintain an A3 Presentation Folder. 
 
CONTENT 

Semester 1 

• Digital Illustration using Adobe Illustrator 
- Cartoon production 

• Corporate Branding 
- Logo design, corporate stationery 

Semester 2 

• The Design Process 

• Typography 

• Packaging design - Teabag box design 

• Gift card design - Christmas card production 

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Critiquing 

• Designing tasks  

• Practical project production 

• Project evaluation 
 
COMPULSORY REQUIREMENTS 
At least an 8GB USB Thumb drive for the storage and backup of digital files. Students will also need to 
ensure that they have Adobe applications InDesign, Photoshop and Illustrator installed on their device as 
a basic requirement for this course. 
Students will need to bring their own pens, pencils and erasers etc. 
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 
CONTACT TEACHER: Tim Nykke 
 
SKILL SET 
An interest in understanding how information technology systems have changed and how tasks and jobs 
are undertaken, creating new opportunities in many aspects of people’s lives. An interest in developing 
the knowledge, skills, and attitudes required to be active, informed, and self-reliant members of society 
who are able to both initiate and manage change. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Learning in Digital Technologies focuses on further developing understanding and skills in  
computational thinking such as, precisely and accurately describing problems and the use of modular 
approaches to solutions. It also focuses on engaging students with specialised learning in preparation for 
vocational training or learning in the senior secondary years. 

By the end of Year 10, students will have had opportunities to analyse problems and design,  
implement and evaluate a range of digital solutions, such as database-driven websites and mobile  
games. 

CONTENT 

 Semester 1 

• Relational Databases  

• Dynamic Websites 
 

Semester 2 

• Application Programming 

• Game Design  

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Skill tasks 

• Research assignments 

• Project work 

• Tests 
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CHILD STUDIES 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 

CONTACT TEACHER: Natalina Gigliotti 
 
SKILL SET 
Successful completion of Year 9 Food and Fabric Technologies would be an advantage. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The study of this course equips students with the necessary skills to study any of the Food and Fabrics 
Technologies courses at Stage 1. 
Child Studies focuses on children and their development from conception to 8 years. 
Students develop and extend practical skills and knowledge, critically evaluate their work, develop 
problem solving and decision-making skills, develop an ability to set goals and work towards achieving 
them, enabling students to pursue specific interests within the field. 
 
CONTENT 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

Food 

• Child development 

• Children’s dietary needs 

• Children’s meals 
 

 
Textiles 

• Children’s clothing or article 

• Decorating effects 

• Children’s clothing needs 

Food 

• Children’s dietary needs 

• Food safety 

• Food intolerance 

• Baking for special occasions 
 
Textiles 

• Play and toys (designing a toy or article for 
developmental needs) 

• Explore community services for children 

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Practical work 

• Theory assignments 

• Evaluations 

• Action plans 
 
COMPULSORY REQUIREMENTS 
Students completing a textiles course will be required to purchase their own material.  
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FOOD TECHNOLOGIES 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 

CONTACT TEACHER: Natalina Gigliotti 
 
SKILL SET 
Successful completion of Year 9 Food and Fabric Technologies would be an advantage. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The study of this course will equip the students with the necessary skills to study any of the Food and 
Fabrics Technologies courses at Stage 1. 
Students use design thinking to plan, develop, prepare and evaluate food products. 
Students develop and extend practical skills and knowledge, critically evaluate their work, develop 
problem solving and decision-making skills, develop an ability to set goals and work towards achieving 
them, enabling students to pursue specific interests within the field. 
 
CONTENT 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

• Creative Food Presentation 

• Powered Performance – use of technology 
in the kitchen 

• Designing, Planning and Making Nutritious 
Meals 

• Designing, Planning and Presentation of 
nutritious foods 

• Yeast science and cookery 

• Designing Packaging – make and package 
appropriate food products 

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Investigation and Analysis 

• Design Development and Planning 

• Production 

• Evaluation 
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FABRIC TECHNOLOGIES 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 

CONTACT TEACHER: Natalina Gigliotti 
 
SKILL SET 
Successful completion of Year 9 Food and Fabric Technologies would be an advantage. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The study of this course will equip the students with the necessary skills to study any of the Food and 
Fabrics Technologies courses at Stage 1. 
Students will design, produce and evaluate textile products to meet individual needs. 
Students develop and extend practical skills and knowledge, critically evaluate their work, develop 
problem solving and decision-making skills, develop an ability to set goals and work towards achieving 
them, enabling students to pursue specific interests within the field. 
 
CONTENT 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

• Designing and making to meet individual 
needs 

• Having fun with fleece 

• Textile innovations 

Ethical issues in the textiles industry 
Recycling, reusing and repurposing textiles 
Design Briefs 

• Bags 

• Accessories 

• Clothes for self 

• The role of technology 

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Investigation and Analysis 

• Design Development and Planning 

• Production 

• Evaluation 
 
COMPULSORY REQUIREMENTS 
Students completing a Textiles course will be required to purchase their own material. 
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FOOD AND HOSPITALITY 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 

CONTACT TEACHER: Natalina Gigliotti 
 
SKILL SET 
Successful completion of Year 9 Food and Fabric Technologies would be an advantage. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The study of this course will equip the students with the necessary skills to study any of the Food and 
Fabric Technologies courses at Stage 1. 
The focus of this course is to extend the Principles of Cookery from cooking at home to cooking as a career. 
Students develop cooking skills and techniques and apply them in food production. 
 Students develop and extend practical skills and knowledge, critically evaluate their work, develop 
problem solving and decision-making skills, develop an ability to set goals and work towards achieving 
them, and allow students to pursue specific interests within the field. 
 
CONTENT 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

Food 

• Food safety 

• Food preparation and presentation 

• Creative menu planning 

• Baking basics 

• Preparation of a variety of baked produce 

• Grazing Table 
 

Food 

• Food safety 

• Food preparation and presentation 

• Creative menu planning 

• Gourmet desserts 

• Multicultural cookery 

• Banquet of Multicultural dishes 
  

 
ASSESSMENT 

• Practical activity 

• Investigations 

• Evaluations 

• Action plans 
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YEAR 9 
 

HISTORY 
(1 Semester 
Compulsory) 

HISTORY BROADENING 
ELECTIVE 

 (1 Semester) 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES 

(1 Semester) 

ECONOMICS AND 
BUSINESS  

(1 or 2 Semesters) 

 

YEAR 10 
(1 or 2 Semesters) 

HISTORY 
(1 Semester 
Compulsory) 

HISTORY 
BROADENING 

ELECTIVE 
(1 Semester) 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES 

ECONOMICS AND 
BUSINESS 

 

STAGE 1 
(1 or 2 Semesters) 

MODERN 
HISTORY  

ANCIENT 
STUDIES 

(1 Semester) 

LEGAL 
STUDIES 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES:  

PEOPLE AND 
SUSTAINABLE 

FUTURES 

TOURISM ACCOUNTING 
BUSINESS 

INNOVATION 

 

STAGE 2 
(Full Year) 

MODERN 
HISTORY 

ANCIENT 
STUDIES 

LEGAL 
STUDIES 

ENVIRONMENTAL
STUDIES: 

PEOPLE AND 
SUSTAINABLE 

FUTURES 
(From 2021) 

TOURISM ACCOUNTING 
BUSINESS 

INNOVATION 

 

  

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES FLOWCHART 
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HISTORY BROADENING ELECTIVE 

STATUS: Semester  
CONTACT TEACHER: Adrian Adams  
 
SKILL SET 
An interest in extending the skills acquired in Year 9 History and Civics. Students must be able to contribute 
to group discussion, enjoy reading and questioning historical sources.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is intended to develop an understanding of how and why historical, social and cultural change 
occurs. It has been designed to potentially align with a College visit to Canberra. While visiting our nation’s 
capital, students would experience a range of activities connected to our political, social and cultural 
heritage. 
Students will have the ability to transfer skills and interests from a range of areas such as technology, the 
arts, geography and civics to this course. They will continue to learn historical skills such as analysis and 
forming opinions about social and cultural issues and societies.  
 
CONTENT 
In this course, students will explore at least two options from a possible range of topics. These can include: 

• Work and Leisure 

• People and Power 

• Migrant Experiences 

• Popular Culture 

• Forces for Social Change 

• Peace and Conflict 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students provide evidence of learning through: 

• Folio 

• Inquiry 

• Analysis 
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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 
CONTACT TEACHER: Melissa Sinapius  
 
SKILL SET 
An interest in developing an understanding of how people interact with environments differently in 
different places and at different times, and of the opportunities and challenges for, and constraints on, 
such interactions. Appropriate levels of language, literacy and numeracy to cope with this subject. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students focus on citizenship, as students study local, national and global issues and identify actions they 
could take. In the focus of the first unit, students apply knowledge gained from previous years to the study 
of environmental change and environmental management with a focus on sustainability. The second 
sequence of units focuses on key aspects of human geography, in particular the geography of human 
wellbeing at the local, regional and global level. Year 10 Environmental Studies continues to develop 
students’ geographical knowledge and mental map of the world through the investigation of various world 
regions. 
 
CONTENT 
Students will explore the two units of Human Wellbeing and Coastal Management. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessment will include: 

• Source Analysis 

• Research Assignments 

• Project Work 

• Case Studies 

• Oral Presentations 

• Essay Writing and Note Taking 

• Summarising, analysis and reflection 
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ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS 

STATUS: Semester or Full Year 
CONTACT TEACHER: Ms Glamuzina 
 
SKILL SET 
An interest in looking into the successful management of business and enterprise issues in personal, 
business, and social contexts, as well as developing an understanding of business and enterprise cultures 
and technological systems as they operate in and affect the global environment. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students gain further understanding of economics and business concepts by considering Australia’s 
economic performance and standard of living. They explore how the performance of an economy is 
measured and the ways that our government manages the economy to improve living standards. Through 
a study of contemporary issues and events, students examine how businesses and individuals respond to 
changing economic conditions and the way the workforce is managed.  
 
CONTENT 

Semester 1 

• Economic Performance 

• Living Standards 

• Government management of economy 
 

Semester 2 

• Business Plan and Trading 

• Commerce Loans 

 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessment will include: business plan, operation of a business, research assignments, project work, case 
studies, oral presentations, analysis and reflection. 
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LANGUAGES FLOWCHART 

 

YEAR 9 
(Full Year) 

ITALIAN 
VIETNAMESE 

(BEGINNERS OR CONTINUERS) 

 

YEAR 10 
(Full Year) 

ITALIAN 
VIETNAMESE 

(BEGINNERS OR CONTINUERS) 

 

STAGE 1 
(Full Year) 

ITALIAN (CONTINUERS) 
VIETNAMESE 

(BACKGROUND OR CONTINUERS) 

 

STAGE 2 
(Full Year) 

ITALIAN (CONTINUERS) 
VIETNAMESE 

(BACKGROUND OR CONTINUERS) 
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ITALIAN 

STATUS: Full Year 
CONTACT TEACHER: Michelle Moyle 
 
SKILL SET 
Successful completion of a full year of Year 9 Italian. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students learn essential communication skills in Italian, an intercultural capability, and an understanding 
of the role of language and culture in human communication. The course provides the opportunity for 
students to engage with the linguistic and cultural diversity of humanity, to reflect on their understanding 
of human experience in all aspects of social life, and on their own participation and ways of being in the 
world. Learning a language is a rich, challenging experience of engaging with and participating in the 
linguistic and cultural diversity of our interconnected world. It also gives students the opportunity to 
strengthen their knowledge and understanding of how English functions. 
 
CONTENT 
Topics are chosen from a variety of sources and deal with personal, historical and contemporary issues in 
Italy. These can include identity, family, friendship, school experiences, aspects of Italian culture such as 
festivals, food, music, television and food, regional diversity, tourism, technology and industry. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessment will include: text analysis of both written and spoken texts, the production of written and oral 
responses in interpersonal communicative tasks such as conversations, letters, diary entries, and research 
assignments.  



42 

VIETNAMESE 

STATUS: Full Year 
CONTACT TEACHERS: Van Dang and Michelle Moyle 
 
SKILL SET 
Successful completion of a full year of Year 9 Vietnamese (or other formal study of Vietnamese outside of 
the College to be confirmed by the Languages Coordinator). 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students learn essential communication skills in Vietnamese, an intercultural capability, and an 
understanding of the role of language and culture in human communication. It provides the opportunity 
for students to engage with the linguistic and cultural diversity of humanity, to reflect on their 
understanding of human experience in all aspects of social life, and on their own participation and ways 
of being in the world. Learning a language is a rich, challenging experience of engaging with and 
participating in the linguistic and cultural diversity of our interconnected world. It also gives students the 
opportunity to strengthen their knowledge and understanding of how English functions.  
 
CONTENT 
Topics are chosen from a variety of sources and deal with personal, historical and contemporary issues in 
Vietnam. These can include identity, family, friendship, school experiences and aspects of Vietnamese 
culture such as festivals, food, music, television, regional diversity, tourism, technology and industry. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessment will include: text analysis of both written and spoken texts, the production of written and oral 
responses in interpersonal communicative tasks such as conversations, letters, diary entries, and research 
assignments. 
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SCIENCES 
 

 

YEAR 10 
 

▪ SCIENCE 
LITERACY 

SCIENCE 
GENERAL 

SCIENCE 
EXTENSION 

⬧ STEM 
(Semester only 

Elective) 
 

STAGE 1 
(1 or 2 Semesters) 

BIOLOGY CHEMISTRY PHYSICS  

SCIENTIFIC 
STUDIES: 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT & 
SUSTAINABILITY 

PSYCHOLOGY  

 

STAGE 2 
(Full Year) 

BIOLOGY *CHEMISTRY *PHYSICS  

SCIENTIFIC 
STUDIES: 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT & 
SUSTAINABILITY 

PSYCHOLOGY  

 
 Students must successfully complete the full year course at Stage 1 to study at Stage 2 

▪ Students studying Science Literacy in Year 10 who wish to continue with science at a senior 

level are encouraged to choose Scientific Studies – Environmental Management and 

Sustainability at Stage 1 

⬧ STEM at Year 10 is an elective subject only. Either Science Literacy, Science General or 

Science Extension must be studied as a core subject at Year 10. 
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STEM  

STATUS: Semester  
CONTACT TEACHER: Nathan Ackan 

 
SKILL SET 

• A proven proficiency in Year 9 Science and Mathematics 

• An interest in the application of Science and Mathematics using Technology and Engineering 
principles 

• An interest in individual and group inquiry for investigating solutions to problems using STEM 
Principles 

• The ability to communicate ideas within groups or to a variety of different audiences 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Students are confronted with a range of issues affecting society. Students will deconstruct problems, 
design prototypes and analyse and evaluate their designed solutions to a selected problem. Students 
communicate their findings and implement improvements based on external feedback and their own 
evaluations.  

Working in groups, students apply theoretical knowledge and the Design Theory to innovate and build a 
solution of their choice to social and government requirements. Students test the effectiveness of their 
designs and learn to implement design, communication and project management strategies to use their 
time effectively to complete large scale tasks. Students will use a range of materials and other 
technologies in the building, testing and display phases of their Investigation Folios. 

CONTENT 

• Engineering problems and solutions for current issues 

• Design Theory and the Engineering Cycle 

• Structural, Chemical and Civil engineering  

• Innovation and Solution Design 

• Engineering for Society and Business 
 
ASSESSMENT 

• Civil engineering group design practical 

• SHE – Influence of Engineering in science 

• Design marketing proposal 

• Group Project Folio and Innovative Product presentation 

• Personal Design Review and Reflection 
 


