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23 March 2020 

 

Dear Families, 

 

I write with an update on the management and impact of COVID-19 related to Thomas More College. As you may 
be aware, the landscape is continuously changing, and we are working hard to keep you and the students informed 

with these changes and updates. 

 

Continued Learning 

Last night the Prime Minister updated his advice to schools. There remains the clear advice that schools will stay 

open, at least until the holidays, in each state. There was, however, a change in rhetoric in permitting families to 

keep their children home until the end of the term should you wish to do so. In this case, he mentioned there would 

be continued provision made, in time, for learning to continue at home.  
 

At Thomas More College we would continue to maintain that the best way for your daughter or son to learn is to be 

here; however, we understand you may choose to keep her or him home and we will provide opportunities for 

learning to continue. Given this is a shift from the previous Government decision, we will work swiftly to make this 
provision for all students during this week. My clear advice to students is then to: 

 
1. Continue with work and assignments for any subject that you may have been already set and/or working on 

during last week. 

2. If you are unsure, access the LMS to see what work is currently set or your class OneNote to access current work. 

3. Please keep checking your emails as teachers will communicate with you during this week. 

4. At this stage, I would ask you to not contact specific teachers yet to request or check-in with work as they are 

busily preparing this work for learning opportunities to continue, and it is very difficult to respond to individual 
requests during this time. 

 
I take this chance to thank all families for your support of our role as a school during this time. Our staff are 

continuing to do their best in order for your sons and daughters to do their best. 

 

Martin Westwell, Chief Executive of the SACE Board, has produced a video resource to give reassurance to students 
and families that provisions can and are being made for Year 11 and 12 students. Please find it here. 

 
Messages to Students- Social Distancing and Health and Hygiene Practices 

This morning I made a ‘virtual appearance’ to all students in regard to the new ways we are being asked to think 

and act in schools. I would encourage you to discuss with them what they heard and understood. My overriding 

message was that schools are being asked to stay open ‘to do their bit’, and my challenge then to students was to 

clearly understand the practices of what is involved in ‘doing their bit’. These include practices like: 

• Washing hands with soap and water as frequently as possible. 

• Using hand sanitiser where it is available. 

• Throwing out their own rubbish. 

• Being respectful of others' personal space; we've been asked to keep approximately 1.5 meters away from each 

other which is possible in the yard. 

• Touching those things that are only their own. 

• Be aware of how closely they are siting to each other at lunch and recess; not being silly with this but keeping 
their distance. 

https://lms.tmc.catholic.edu.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FpR6mgatlbgU&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8005fadb23f640d1c1be08d7cbffe395%7C16e41266716842838178fa876d023435%7C1%7C0%7C637202172201371635&sdata=tgash6mVkhvjGyDfUvBolH6Ewkflqd6dw7FznJm65o4%3D&reserved=0


 

Even more specifically: 

• No touching each other's keyboards or stationery. 

• No touching others at all at recess and lunch, including altering games at lunch at recess so there is no physical 
contact. 

• No sharing of food and drinks. 

• Handwashing at the beginning of recess and lunch. 

• Not purposely getting in people's faces, or making jokes about spreading the Coronavirus, or putting other 

students or staff member's health at risk. 
 

Teachers have also worked with some changes to the classroom like having desks apart, and changes in seating 

arrangements.  
 
I finished by stating that I have every confidence that our students will be able to do this; we're Thomas More College. 

I asked them to have pride in their school, respect for their teachers and staff and care and consideration for 

themselves and each other. 

 

Financial Hardship 

We understand that the impact of COVID-19 is being felt in a variety of ways by so many different groups in society. 

We value and respect all of our families at Thomas More College and want education to continue for your son or 
daughter. If you are feeling the impact financially and need to start to discussions with us, please contact Andrew 
Boeyen, Business Manager. 

 

Event Cancellations 
Please note the following events have been either cancelled or postponed: 

Term 1 

• College Board Meeting 

• Year 11 and 12 Outdoor Ed Canoeing 

• Year 10 Walkathon 
• Gatherings for Easter Liturgies (will be replaced by other means to commemorate Easter) 

• All excursions and incursions 
• Report Distribution Night (more info to come)  

 

Term 2 (early) 

• Parent-Teacher Interviews (more info to come) 

• Careers and Employment expo 
• Year 10 Futures Week 

 

We will continue to update this list as Term 2 progresses. 
 

Please feel free to contact me should you feel the need to discuss any of this further. Thomas More College is a great 

community to be a part of and we will continue to work hard together. 
 

Take care, 

 
Corey Tavella 
Principal 

mailto:aboeyen@tmc.catholic.edu.au
mailto:aboeyen@tmc.catholic.edu.au

