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Friday, November 27, 2020 

Dear Families, 

We are almost at the end of our quarantine schedule.  I know our staff are looking forward to reconnecting with our 
students and eachother.  Thank you for maintaining these connections over the last two weeks in whichever way 
you’ve been able to.  I also want to thank you for your supports of eachother along with taking care of yourselves and 
your families during this time.  It may sound weird but I’ve probably never been more proud to be the Principal of 
Thomas More College. 

On Wednesday I received medical confirmation that the student who had COVID-19 is now clear and medically 
cleared to return to school.  I also have received notification that SA Health have cleared the way for TMC to reopen 
on Monday. 

I wish to summarise the key elements for our return;  where possible I’ll try and dot point these details for ease of 
reference: 

Aims for this Week 
As we look to finish the year with our 7, 8 and 9 students, we have two clear aims: 

1. Finishing the year well for all of our students; and 
2. Where possible, effective transition into and preparation for 2021, for all of our 2021 students. 

 

Principles 
We can acknowledge that we’ve had a ‘big two weeks’ which will have us feeling any mix of nervousness, 
anticipation, excitement and anxiousness, as well as a sense of pride in our community.  There has been increased 
outside, CESA  and community interest in our school.  With this in mind, there are two principles that we are aiming to 
work with as we finish the term: 

1. A renewed and practical sense of caution with a clear understanding of our practices regarding health and 
hygiene practices and physical distancing. 

2. An understanding that we do not have to feel guilty about public perception in regard to being the school 
that had a confirmed case of COVID-19. 

In working towards the above Aims, we will keep these Principles in mind as we make decisions for finishing the term 
well. 

Schedule for Week 8 for Students 

Monday • Lesson 1- in Wellbeing classes, Teams touch base with me, wellbeing check-
in, brief Liturgy & Reflection 

• Lesson 2 + WB: to be used for usual lesson 2 class 
• Lesson 3 onwards: lessons as usual 

Tuesday • Lessons as usual 

Wednesday • New Student (Year 7/8 2021) Orientation/Transition Day- run by Year Level 
Leaders (more info to come) 

• Year 7/8/9 2020 as usual 
Thursday • Year 7, 8 & 9 Celebration Day- alternate plans, run by Year Level Leaders and 

WB Staff (more info to come) 
Friday • Virtual Christmas Concert in WB classrooms 

• Clean up- Wellbeing 
• Activities TBA 
• Dismissal @ 12:00 
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Students Returning 

• For community members to be ‘released from quarantine’, you must have had a second negative test (‘the 
Day 12 test’) returned before the quarantine period finishes (midnight tonight for most).  The Deputy Chief 
Health Officer has said there will most likely be a follow up call at some stage from SA Health over the 
weekend too. Unfortunately, the school cannot speed  up a return of any results; please contact SA Health if 
there are questions. 

• SA Health have advised that any student who has yet to receive negative results will not be able to 
return to school (please seek this test ASAP if you have not done so).    

• I have been told by the Deputy Chief Health Officer that he will be able to provide me with a list, on Sunday, 
as to who has tested negative and therefore is cleared to return.  I am not anticipating that there will be 
concerns here, but when this list comes I will contact families on Sunday whose daughter or son is not 
cleared to return.   

• If a student who is not cleared arrives on Monday, she or he will be isolated and then sent home. 
• If you or your son or daughter is still waiting for results, please do not send them to school and then let 

me know.  I’m sure you’ll agree that our community does not want to jeopardise our efforts and hard 
work and risk someone’s health or unnecessary quarantine. 

• We are also relying on a sense of trust here and I trust our community will respond well.   
 
Practical Items 
In line the principles above and in looking to meet the aims, we will also use our learnings through close work the SA 
Health and the Centre for Disease Control (CDC) over the past few weeks to inform some of the following practical 
steps where possible.  We are not needing to do more than any other school as such; however, I think it is wise to go 
with what we may have learned over this time: 

• Re-instate the regularly intervalled cleaning we had previously in Term 2, ie. an additional cleaning team for 
between 11am-1pm every day to clean the high touch and frequently visited areas, such as handrails, toilets, 
tables, etc. 

• Reduce indoor group gatherings and look to gather outside for any larger group gatherings, and when 
gathering indoors open any doors or ventilation where practicable. 

• Organise for any shared spaces to be wiped down between shared use where and when practicable. 
• Masks are optional for students should they choose to bring them; we need to be mindful to not attach a 

stigma for any option taken by staff and students. 
• Students, please take care of your own health and hygiene; continue regular hand washing and sanitise as 

you enter and exit rooms. 
• Staff will set up as much physically-distant seating as possible in classrooms. 
• We will encourage students to be, where possible, physically distant in the yard. 
• Any visitor for any reason over the next few weeks will need to sign in (including 10/11/12 students). 

We are a strong and proud community and I know we will finish well.   All other CESA schools have returned this week  
to what can be described generally as a calm return.  

I’d like to thank my Executive Team during this time, who have met (in a virtual way) almost every second day.  I’d 
also like to thank any of our leaders and staff who have maintained meetings and other events over the last few 
weeks, and to all of our awesome teachers and staff for staying connected with our students. Thank you also to you 
as families and students  for continuing to support us through the above measures.  Please take care and enjoy the 
weekend with your families, and happy release from quarantine day when it comes! 
 

Thanks, 

 

 

Corey Tavella 

Principal 


